CONGRESSWOMAN SANCHEZ

Launches Congressional Work Group to
Address Human Rights Issues in Vietham

In the 108th Congress, Rep. Sanchez
has led an effort to establish the
Congressional Vietnam Caucus (CVC)
in the U.S. House of Representatives.
The CVC, which Rep. Sanchez co-chairs
with 3 of her colleagues, is dedicated
to promoting awareness and policy
debates among the U.S. Congress, the
American public, and the international
community about the urgent need for
basic human rights in the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam.

The CVC is committed to improving the
human rights situation within Vietnam
by working closely with the White House,
the State Department, and international
human rights groups on U.S.-Vietnamese
issues of concern, and advocating on behalf
of dissidents and human rights advocates
who have experienced persecution at the
hands of the Vietnamese government.

Last October, the CVC held a successful
hearing on Capitol Hill regarding the
Vietnamese government’s crackdown
on the media and its refusal to grant
unfettered access to information. In the
past year alone, the CVC has worked
to draw attention to the plight of the
Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam,
Father Nguyen Van Ly and his niece and
nephews, the former Thich Tri Luc, and
imprisoned writer Nguyen Vu Binh. The
CVC has many exciting activities planned
in the next few months.

Be sure to check Rep. Sanchez’s
website at www.house.gov/sanchez
for details!
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Dan biéu Sanchez thong qua phép,ché Ién an sw dan ap Giao
Hoi Phat Giao Viét Nam Thong Nhat (UBCV)

Dan biéu Sanchez gi6i thiéu nghi quyét
H.Res.427 tai Ha Vién - dy luat ghi nh&
dén sy lanh dao diing cam cia Gido-Hoi
Phat-Gido Viét-Nam Thdng-Nhat (UBCV)
va nhu cdu cap bach cho tw do ton gido
va lién quan dén nhan quyén trong nuéc
cong hoa xa hdi chi nghia Viét Nam. Dao
luat ndy da dwoc phap ché ludng dang
tng hd va nhanh chéng théng qua véi sb
phiéu ap d3o 409-13.

English translation on inside

Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez
U.S. House of Representatives
12397 Lewis Street, Suite 101, Garden Grove, CA 92840

For more information, please call my office at (714) 621-0102

Dw Luat H.Res.427 doi hdi chinh phi Viét
Nam ton trong quyén cla tat ca co s& ton
gi4o doc 1ap dé ho duoc tw do hanh dao va
th tat c cong dan Viét Nam bi cam tu vi
thwe hanh loai quyén nay, ddc biét d6 1a Dai
Lo Hoa Thwong Thich Huyén Quang va
Thich Quéng Bo.

Rep. Loretta Sanchez meets with constituents to
discuss human rights issues in Vietnam
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Stateless

Vietnamese

Boat People
in Philippines to be
Offered Asylum in United
States

Representative Sanchez is pleased to
announce that, after 14 years of waiting,
nearly 1,600 Vietnamese refugees living in
the Philippines will be offered the chance to
apply for asylum in the United States.

Prior to 1989, refugees fleeing Vietnam
were granted automatic refugee status,
which opened the door for resettlement
in the United States. But this changed
when the international community
decided that individuals fleeing Vietnam
were fleeing poor economic conditions,
not persecution, thus prohibiting them
from receiving automatic refugee status.

Yet these 1600 Vietnamese Refugees
had indeed fled awful persecution in

Continued on inside page

A Viethamese

.....

Dan biéu Sanchez rat lam sung suéng dé
tuyén bd rang, sau 14 ndm cho doi, gan
1600 nguwdi ty nan Viét Nam tai Phi Luat
Tan sé dwoc co hoi dé xin dinh cu tai
Hiép Chling Quéc.

Trudc ndm 1989, ngudi ty nan trén khdi
Viét Nam duoc tw dong cap quy ché ty
nan, d&¢ m& canh clra cho sy dinh cuw
tai Hiép Ching Quédc. Nhung quy ché nay
da thay doi khi cong dong qudc t& quyét
dinh rang moi c& nhan trén khdi Viét Nam
|3 trdn ra khéi diéu kién kinh té nghéo khd,
do d6 da ngan chan ho dé& nhan duoc
quy ché ty nan tw dong.

1600 nguoi ty nan Viét Nam ding la phai
chay trén ra khdi sw &p blc nhan tam &
Viét Nam. Va ho phai song tai Phi Luat
Tén tv ndm 1989 khong cd than phén
dinh cw hop phép, ho sbng khong cd su



Passes legislation condemning
crackdown on UBCV
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Loretta discusses education
issues at a recent community
event

Rep. Sanchez introduced H.Res.427
in the House of Representatives—a
bill regarding the courageous
leadership of the Unified Buddhist
Church of Vietnam (UBCV) and the
urgent need for religious freedom
and related human rights in the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
The bill received strong bipartisan
support and was swiftly passed by
an overwhelming vote of 409-13.

H.Res.427 urges the Government of
Vietnam to respect the right of all
independent religious organizations
to freely practice their faith and
release all Vietnamese citizens
imprisoned for doing so, especially
the Most Venerable Thich Huyen
Quang and the Very Venerable
Thich Quang Do. It also urges the
United States Embassy in Vietnam
to closely monitor cases of abuse
because of religious belief and
practice and report to the Congress
on specific measures taken
to protect and promote religious
freedom in Vietnam.

Tieang Vieat OU Maét Sau

xac co thé truy cap & website clia dan
biéu Sanchez www.house.gov/sanchez

Government of Vietnam

Withholds Sanchez Visa Approval

After months of planning for a Congressional
Delegation trip to visit Vietnamese
dissidents in May, the trip had to be
cancelled. Government officials in Vietnam
failed to approve the Congresswoman’s
visa application to enter the country. A
tireless critic of human rights abuses in
Vietnam, Sanchez angered the government
last year when she sponsored a bill in the
U.S. Congress condemning the crackdown
on religious freedom.

Chinh Pha Viét Nam Tt Choi
Thu Tuc Visa cho Sanchez

Sau nhiéu thang 1én ké hoach cho chuyén
di cla Dai Biéu Quéc Hoi dé& viéng tham
cac nha ly khai trong thang Nam, lich trinh
chuyén di d4 bj huy bd. Quan vién chinh phi
tai Viét Nam da khong dap ng thi tuc cap
Visa nhap canh cho nir dan biéu. Véi s
chi trich khdng ngling vé s vi pham nhan
quyén tai Viét Nam, Sanchez d4 lam chinh
quyén (CSVN) cay cu khi ba bao hd cho mét
daoluatién an sw dan-ap-tw do ton giao.

Dan Biéu Sanchez Phat Dong
Nghi Hai V& Viét Nam

Continued from cover story

Trong quéc hoi khoa thtr 108, Sanchez da
dan dao dé thiét 1ap Nghi Hoi vé Vit Nam,
Congressional Vietnam Caucus (CVC) trong
nghi vién dan biéu Hoa Ky. Nghi Héi vé Viét
Nam (CVC) ma dan biéu Sanchez ddng chi
toa voi ba vi dan biéu gianh cho muc dich
nang cao su hiéu biét va tranh luan chinh
séch gitra qudc hoi Hoa Ky, cong chiing My,
va cong dong qudc té vé nhitng nhu cau cap
bach cho nhan quyén co ban tai cong hoa x&
hoi chi nghia Viét Nam.

Nghi Héi Viét Nam (CVC) cam két cai thién
tinh trang nhan quyén tai Viét Nam bang
cach 1am viéc sat canh véi tod Bach Oc,
Bo Ngoai Giao, va cac uy hdi nhan quyén
qudc té vé nhitng van dé lién quan My-Viét;
va dai dién dé& bénh vuc cho cac nha ly
khai, cac nha tranh d4u nhan quyén da trai
qua sw khiing bd trong tay nha cdm quyén
Viét Nam.

Thang Muwoi nam ngoai, Nghi Hoi Viét Nam
(CVC) d4 tb chirc thanh cong cudc diéu tran
tai Capitol Hill lién quan dén sw dan &p ctia
chinh pht Viét Nam Ién thdng tin bao chi va
quyén truy cap tin ttrc. Cling trong ndm nay,
Nghi Hoi Viét Nam (CVC) da gay sw chi y
dw luan vé hoan canh khon dén cta Gigo
Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhét, Linh
Muc Nguyén Van Ly va hai nguoi chau clia
ong, Thich Tri Lwc va viéc bét giam nha bao
Nguyén Vi Binh. Nghj Héi Viét Nam (CVC)
s& con c6 nhiéu ké hoach hanh dong soi ndi
trong vai thang t¢i. Tin ttee chinh

Vietnam. And they have been living
in the Philippines since 1989 without
legal permanent residency, leaving
them without basic protections,
including the right to own property or
hold a job.

Representative Sanchez has been
working to right this wrong for more
than three years. Working tirelessly
with Attorney Hoi Trinh, the U.S.
State Department, and, recently, the
Department of Homeland Security,
she has sought a just and durable
solution for these refugees.

Now, Representative Sanchez hails
the agreement reached with the
Philippine government that allows
the first wave of these Vietnamese
migrants to reach the United States
later this year. She remains committed
to working with U.S. officials to ensure
a brighter future for all 1,600 refugees,
and she particularly looks forward to
welcoming those who choose to make
the 47th Congressional district their
new and lasting home.

bao hd co ban, ngay c& quyén s hivu va
quyéen lam viéc.

Dan biéu Sanchez d4 lam viéc hon ba nam
@& chinh dén lai sy bét cong sai trai nay.
Lam viéc khéng nglrng véi luat sw Trinh
Hoi, voi bd ngoai giao, va gan day véi bd
ndi an. Ba da dwa ra gidi phap thda dang
cho nhitng ngudi ty nan.

Bay gid, Dan biéu Sanchez da di dén su
ddng thuan véi chinh phi Phi Luat Tan
dé cho phép lan séng dau tién clia nhém
di dan nay sé dén Hiép Ching Quédc vao
khoang cudi ndm nay. Ba cam két sé lam
viéc voi quan vién chinh pht Hoa Ky dé
twong lai cia 1600 nguoi ty nan sé cang
thém tuwoi sang, va ba sé dac biét cho
doi dé hoan nghénh dén tiép nhiing ai sé
chon [am ngdi nha méi va cudi cung trén
vung bau ct quéc hdi thir 47.



